B section
[ ] Opimrics. PAGE B.7

"REGION

M BUSINESS, PAGE B-10

W TRAVEL, PAGE B-16

PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE Ml SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1994

Geno J Puskar/Assocated Press
¥vmou:.9n.mm;mnamamddmmammhaw
‘'ownship.

“When you need help, you don't have time 10 look through a phone bobk. 2

911 service on hold
in Pittsburgh suburbs

County is largest
metropolitan area
in nation without it

Joy Adams of Elizabeth Township
jumped for the phone when her son ran
mm@wmm that a
- o te had opened
fcunimlbusstop.

She dialed a seven-digit number to
summon , then she hung up and
dialed a different seven-digit ) to

an mgu:her
Her husband was outside, trying to talk

ata

the 14-year-old into ing the weapon,
One student had been hit in the arm and
was bleeding in her home. Other students
were cringing on her floor.

“It was very confusing,” Adams said.
“Even though we have a sticker with the
numbers on our telephone, it's hard to tell
which number is for which.

“It would be so much easier if there
was one number for everything — prefer-
ably 911" she said. .
ut like about 25 percent of US.
resujentsi‘,\dams does nothei'\:ve Dl‘l'
service. Il emergency num aren

to the phone, these e have to
ookanumberl:xeinthephom when
gun.

they're under

“ITT stopmed your breahing rght

* now,
you'd have ﬂvy:lnms before brain

wuﬁmmm:ommm
before the was irreversibly dam-
aged.” said Dr. Robert Hamilton, an
emergency medicine at Alle-
That's why, 911 advocates say, it's
s why, A
unfathomable one four
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SEE 911, PAGE B-8

911 service on hold
in much of county

FROM | sion show “Rescue 911."
b .l The basi 911 lnks 8 calr 0 3
malieg diross o D, 2 Box _“I;“"mmn:“““um"a"m‘
the without 911 is here in Ww"‘-"‘b e
— in the muniti- o0 Ll en ﬁm
Bl X of 8000, - leried by dspaicher witha key
where 1 million people live, do not. “From beginning to end, the time
o A 0 A v
¢y response is digjointed 15 just ane oumber to call and
fnd afchaie. There are about g Svervbody knows it” said Gary Al
centers In the suburbs, ‘e A Berkeley, Calif, eum
‘working with more than 300 pobice  dispatcher who co-edits
departments, ambulance services ""“’.M‘% end, dispatchers
and volunteer fire departments. sonich Bess thme to
“It's hard to beleve,” said Faith $pends much kess e (g 0
DePoppe, of suburban Wexford. Ot Taah froes
o ol g i o
v me 1o Jook through 3 phoRe. And that has saved lives in the
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commissioners

for 911, but won't estl-
mate when it will come on line in the
suburbs, Consultants

say IU's years awuy.
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