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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The earlier part of the brick house has three bays, two 
and one-half stories, center h a l l entrance and a gable end 
cHinmey. This was b u i l t in"!^jjl6 and occupied u n t i l l 8 2 ^ " 
when i t became the wing of the Targer five bay two and one-
half story, center h a l l entrance, brick structure. Both brick 
houses are of commpn bond. The second house has greater pro- i 
portions both i n width and helghth. I t has four rooms on 
each floor and a f u l l a t t i c under a f l a t topped gable roof. 
There are two chimneys at each end with gable curtains be
tween. On the west side of the house is a large f i l i g r e e 
cast-iron veranda whose workmanship is exceptionally fine, 
and there i s a small veranda on the east side. Window l i n t e l s 
are i n the Federal t r a d i t i o n , merely indicated by white 
f l a t stone slabs that are flush with the wall. The entrance 
to the large house i s also Federal with side l i t e s and an 
Adamesque e l l i p t i c a l recessed panel i n place of a transom. 

In the mid-nineteenth century the roof ventilators 
were added. The large lunette window i n the gable of the Beaver 
Road facade was added about 1900 when a study or den was made 
i n the a t t i c . At about this time the broad terrace below 
replaced another cast-iron porch. The central dormer was 
removed i n a more recent alteration. Since the house was 
modernized, and thoroughly repaired i n 19?9; i t i s i n 
execellent condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The house was bixilt by David Shields on part of the so-
called Depreciation Lands that were acquired by his father-
in-law, Daniel Leet who was a Major i n the Revolutionary 
War. The land was payment for his mili t a r y services. Since 
David Shields was a factor for the Economy Stttlement farther 
down the Ohio River; i t is possible that there is some 
connection'! between the design and construction of those 
buildings and Newington. The house consists of two attached 
buildings. Stotz dates the earlier, long, low, two-storied 
portion of the house from l 8 l 6 . David Shields suid his wife ^-
occupied this part u n t i l 1823. The larger five bay, two 
story structure, probably dates from this time. Additions 
and changes to the house include a terrace that replaced a 
cast-iron porch, the addition of the large lunette window i n the 
gable of the Beaver Road facade, and two small quasi-oriental 
looking turrets which are ventilators of a sort. 

Tr. 1925 the house became the Post Office of Sewiekley 
Bottom, which was the portion of the valley lying i n the . ̂  
v i c i n i t y of the L i t t l e Sewiekley Creek; there was also a 
m i l l on the property. In 1959 the hop.se was modernized • -
to some degree and put i n a thorough state of repair by i t s 
present owner who i s a descendant of David Shields. The eleven 
acres of grounds and gardens contribute notably to i t s large 
and ample air of accrued elegance and aristocratic foundation. 
I t reminds ow of the Hudson rather than the Ohio valley, and 
i t is this exotic quality that iglves i t i t s special charm. 
I t seems oddly at variance with the unremittingly industrial 
PittsbiLTgh tone. The present owners believe that the grounds 
were l a i d out i n the English Romantic landscape manner by the 
landscape architect Samuel Parsons i n the l870's. About 19IO 
Bryant Fleming designed the formal garden i n the southern 
part of the grounds. Estates of this kind were never common 
during the nineteenth century i n the Pittsburgh area. Newing
ton would seem to be the sole survivor of those that were 
established. Both the grounds and the house should certainly 
be preserved as a unique document to their era i n this part of 
the country. 
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